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THEOLOGY OF EDUCATION 
in the 
ENCYCLICAL ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Epwarp A. FITZPATRICK, Ph.D.* 


I 


Most SIGNIFICANT EDUCATIONAL PRONOUNCEMENT OF OUR 
TIME 


One of the most significant educational pronouncements 
of our time is the Encyclical on the Christian Education of 
Youth (Divini Illius Magistri) issued December 31, 1929. 
Because of the supreme importance of education, and of 
the means of achieving it with God’s grace, the Pope, Pius 
XI, aimed to present a clear and definite idea of Christian 
education in at least three essential aspects: 


1. Who has the mission to educate? 

2. Who are the subjects to be educated? 

3. What is the end and object proper to Christian 
education according to God’s established order in 
the economy of His Divine Providence? 


FORMULATES A THEOLOGY OF EDUCATION 

As might readily be expected, the underlying basis of the 
Encyclical is a theology of education. Here in a most 
authoritative source we see how a theology of education is 
made to serve the purpose of a correct idea and sound 
understanding of what education is, and how it may serve 
the high purpose of human life on earth. Here is clearly 
revealed why a theology of education is necessary and what 
ideas and practices of “naturalism” in education it combats. 
It reveals how central is the concept of man’s last end in 
the whole educational pattern, natural as well as super- 


* President, Mount Mary College, Milwaukee, Wis. 
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natural. The Encyclical is on Christian education and on 
the Christian formation of youth and the very adjective 
itself implies how fundamental theology is, and consequently 
implies a theology of education. 


STUDY OF ENCYCLICAL FOR ITS THEOLOGY OF EDUCATION 


This then is a study of the Encyclical on Christian Edu- 
cation from the standpoint of a theology of education. It 
seeks to bring into sharp relief the concepts of a theology 
of education used by the Pope in his discussion of the 
nature and character of Christian education, whose splendid 
fruits he prays “may be gathered in ever greater abund- 
ance in the whole world for the lasting benefits of individ- 
uals and nations.” 


THE LACK OF CLEAR AND SOUND PRINCIPLES 


The need for this formation of a theology of education 
is found in the fact that there is so great and deplorable 
an absence in contemporary education of clear and sound 
principles, even regarding problems that are most funda- 
mental. So, from the theology of education we may expect 
a summary at least of the main principles, important con- 
clusions, and some of the practical applications of education. 


EFFECT ON PRACTICAL OBJECTIVES AND MEASURES 
The lack of principles is manifested in the practical 
objectives and measures that are being attempted. We are 
in the midst of the confusion of new pedagogical theories, 
new methods and new devices of creating for this genera- 
tion an earthly Paradise which is so ardently desired. There 
will be universal happiness. And this chimera of an earthly 
happiness, based solely on human nature, undoubtedly in- 
spires much philosophy of education that needs the correc- 
tive of a theology of education. A theology of education 
would show clearly 
“that men, created by God to His image and likeness 


and destined for Him who is infinite perfection, realize 
today more than ever amid the most exuberant ma- 
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terial progress, the insufficiency of earthly goods to 
produce true happiness either for the individual or 
for the nations.” 


II 


The Encyclical does not pretend to be a, comprehensive 
discussion of the educational problem even in its theological 
aspects. It is a summary principally of the social aspects 
of education in the light of Catholic theology. It attempts 
to cover the main principles of the subject, to throw light 
on its important conclusions, and to point out some of the 
practical applications. It does not treat the “well-nigh 
inexhaustible range” of educational theory and practice. 
The emphasis is on the social aspects, but controlling these 
is the last end of the individual. 

There may be a possible misunderstanding of the En- 
cyclical in this discussion of the social-educational institu- 
tions, and of the statement at the beginning that education 
is not a mere individual, but a social activity. It is individ- 
ual souls that are saved, but Man must answer affirmatively 
Cain’s question: Am I my brother’s keeper? The individual 
aspects of education are hardly discussed except in the 
brief section on “the whole man,” and in the climacteric 
section on the “end and object of Christian education.” 
The individual’s part in his own education would be worth 
another Encyclical. The social institutions are treated 
rather fully, as to their nature and purpose. The social 
institutions as environment are discussed succinctly. The 
Church’s part is given in a very condensed statement. 

The family’s part in education is not formally treated or 
even its main points. “It is not our intention,” says the 
Pope, ‘“‘to treat formally the question of domestic education, 
nor even to touch upon its principal points. The subject 
is too vast.” The school is discussed rather fully as a 
social institution. 

The principle is noted that “evil communication corrupts 
good manners” particularly with adolescents who are “soft 
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as wax to be molded into vice.” So, the dangers of moral 
and religious shipwreck through impious and immoral 
books, the cinema, the radio, and theatre representations 
are noted but not elaborated. 


RELIANCE ON UNAIDED HUMAN NATURE 


Closely related is the effort, with too great insistence 
on the etymological meaning of the word, to pretend to 
draw education out of human nature itself and evolve it 
by its own unaided power. This is a neglect, or more 
often a rejection, of God who is first principle and last end 
of the whole universe, including man. It puts on natural 
man the burden of the universe and his own destiny, even 
though in that stage he does not know of what events he 
is actor or spectator, or whence he is. He loses himself in 
the passing things of earth, has no spiritual meaning, and 
becomes the plaything of cosmic forcees—under which term 
he hides his ignorance. 


PEDAGOGIC NATURALISM CONDEMNED 


More specifically condemned—which needs a theology 
of education as corrective—is naturalism. The general con- 
ditions which are specifically condemned are threefold: 


1. Every form of pedagogic naturalism which in any 
way excludes or overlooks supernatural Christian 
formation in the teaching of youth is false. 

.2. Every method of education founded, wholly or in 
part, on the denial or forgetfulness of Original Sin 
and of grace, and relying on the sole powers of 
human nature, is unsound. 

3. Any attributing to the child primacy of initiative, 
any independence of higher law, natural or Divine, 
or any pretended self government or unrestrained 
freedom on the part of the child, diminishing or 
suppressing the teacher’s authority and action. 


CLOSING A DooR TO MISUNDERSTANDING 


By way of corrective of any possible misunderstanding, 
it is pointed out that, if under these phrases is meant any 


. 
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effort of securing a more cooperative attitude on the part 
of the child in his own education or to banish from educa- 
tion, despotism and violence, which just punishment is 
not, the condemnation does not apply. If such meanings are 
intended—and not some new thing—then this is the old 
doctrine long believed and followed. 


SPECIFIC RESULTS OF NATURALISM 


But there are meanings which deserve the condemnation 
and which are frequent. Some of these are: 


1. Withdrawal of education from every sort of de- 
pendence on divine law. 

2. The searching for a universal moral code of educa- 
cation as if there existed no Decalogue, no Gospel 
law, no natural law written in the hearts of men. 

3. Under the claim of emancipation, making the child 
—of a so-called autonomous nature—a slave to his 
own pride and of his disorderly affections. 

4. The so-called indiscriminate sex instruction falsely 
attempted to preserve the purity of morals, by means 
purely natural in disregard of the weakness of 
human nature and the law of which St. Paul speaks, 
ie against the law of the mind. (Rom. vii, 
23. 

5. Co-education—increasingly accepted by American 
Catholic Schools—founded upon naturalism and 
Original Sin. The correct principles, with due re- 
gard to time and place, must, in accordance with 
Christian prudence, be applied to all schools, par- 
ticularly in adolescence. 

6. Exhibitionism which is a violation of modesty in 
young women and girls. 


THE SUPERNATURAL IS NOT A PROPER FIELD OF SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH 

Probably the strangest condemnation in the Encyclical 

is directed against those who, confusing the natural and 

the supernatural, would bring to the bar of experiment and 

research such peculiarly supernatural urges as the priestly 

vocation and the workings of grace. The Encyclical says: 


“But what is worse is the claim, not only vain but 
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false, irreverent and dangerous, to submit to research, 
experiment and conclusions of a purely natural and 
profane order, those matters of education which belong 
to the supernatural order; as for example questions of 
priestly or religious vocation, and in general the secret 
workings of grace which indeed elevate the natural 
powers, but are infinitely superior to them, and may 
nowise be subjected to physical laws, for ‘The Spirit 
breatheth where He Will.’ ” 


DEVELOPING AND PERFECTING THE NATURAL 

The condemnation of pedagogic naturalism is not a 
condemnation of the natural. Nor are the natural and the 
supernatural set over against each other as antithetical. 
“Christian education,” says the Pope, “takes in the whole 
aggregate of human life, physical and spiritual, intellectual 
and moral, individual, domestic and social, not with a view 
of reducing it in any way, but in order to elevate, regulate 
and perfect it, in accordance with the example and teaching 
of Christ.” The Christian conception of man appears to 
the worldly as an abstraction, requiring the dwarfing of 
human nature and a renunciation of the activities of this 
life. And hence it seems inimical to social life, temporal 
prosperity, to progress in letters, arts, sciences, and to all 
the other elements of civilization. As a matter of fact 


“The true Christian does not renounce the activities 
of this life, he does not stunt his natural faculties; 
but he develops and perfects them, by coordinating 
them with the supernatural. He thus ennobles what 
is merely natural in life and secures for its new 
strength in the material and temporal order, no less 
than in the spiritual and eternal.” 


III 


THE THEOLOGY OF THE SOCIO-EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

It would probably be unexpected to suggest that the 
theology of education has something to say in regard to the 
educational function of the social institutions. They would 
seem to be purely in the natural order. Yet as a matter 
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of fact, more space is given to the discussion of the social 
institutions than to all the other topics treated in the En- 
cyclical, and the solutions are based on the supernatural 
order. In a thirty-three page edition of the Encyclical, 
twenty-two pages discuss the social institutions, including 
the school. Sixteen of these pages are given to the general 
conceptions of the purpose and nature of the institutions 
as an educational environment with special emphasis on the 
school. 


A CORRECTIVE FOR CERTAIN CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL 
PROBLEMS 


There are a number of contemporary conditions in which 
a correct understanding of the functions of the social-edu- 
cational institutions would help. Even more helpful would 
be the cooperation of these institutions for the last end of 
man and for the achievement of their more mundane pur- 
poses. These contemporary conditions show that there is 
a great and deplorable absence of clear and sound principles, 
even regarding problems, the most fundamental. In this 
connection we shall indicate the contemporary conditions 
which show this and the need for a theology of education: 


1. The frantic search for an Earthly Paradise as 

satisfying man’s hope. 

2. The claim that the Church interferes with the 
regulations of the State, and the legitimate dis- 
positions of civil authority. 

. The Church’s effort to protect her children from 
moral and doctrinal error is misunderstood. 

4. The claim that the child belongs to the State pri- 

marily. 

5. The infringements on the rights of the family in 

determining the education of its children. 

6. State’s disregard of the supernatural rights of the 

Church in Christian Education. 

7. The educational or scholastic monopoly of govern- 

ment schools. 

8. The spreading of a false and exaggerated na- 

tionalism. 


co 
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9. The claim that civil society and the State are not 
subject to God and His law, natural and Divine. 

10. The claim that the Church hinders the arts and 
sciences. 

11. The robbing of children of their faith in schools. 

12. The charge that Christian education is “heterono- 
mous,” “passive,” “obsolete,” because founded 
upon the authority of God and His Holy law. 

13. The claim that matters of education in the super- 
natural order should be submitted to research or 
experiment, e.g., such questions as grace or a re- 
ligious vocation. 

14. The lamentable decline in family discipline. 

15. A nation tearing children away from the bosom 
of their families to be “formed” or “deformed” 
and “depraved” in godless schools and associations. 

16. Parental authority is given for the welfare of 
children—not for the advantage of parents. 

17. The exclusion of religion in schools and the sepa- 
ration of religion from all other subjects. 

18. The claim of the impossibility of providing for 
public instruction in nations where there are dif- 
ferent religious beliefs. 


THE POSITION OF THE CHURCH 


On some of these questions educational discussion would 
tend to rely on purely natural reasons or relevant concepts 
from a natural theology. In the Encyclical, there are dis- 
cussions or solutions for the problems on the basis of 
fundamental propositions of theology, particularly this one: 


“‘And this must be so, because the Church as a per- 
fect society has an independent right to the means 
conducive to its end, and because every form of in- 
struction, no less than every human action, has a 
necessary connection with man’s last end, and there- 
fore cannot be withdrawn from the dictates of the 
Divine Law, of which the Church is infallible guardian, 
interpreter, and teacher.” 


A summary of these propositions will be given later in 
this paper. 
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IV 


THE POSITIVE EMPHASIS 


Much of what has been said so far relates to the negative 
aspects of the Encyclical—its condemnations—the need for 
a positive statement of those correct principles and ideas 
that underlie the formation of the true Christian: 


“the supernatural man who thinks, judges and acts 
constantly and consistently in accordance with right 
reason illumined by the supernatural light of the ex- 
ample and teaching of Christ; in other words, to use 
the current term, the true and finished man of 
character.” 


This is the positive statement of what our end and object is. 
We need to follow it out into all its positive ramifications 
though we shall perhaps necessarily refer to some further 
negative aspects, for example in relation to family life. 


THE FINAL END OF MAN AS CONTROLLING 


Perhaps one of the most persistent ideas of the Encycli- 
cal’s discussion of education is the ultimate—the final end 
of man. This is central. It determines the objective of 
education, is necessarily related to the means, and is the 
determining factor in deciding the educational mission of 
the social institutions engaging in education: Church, 
family, and State. 


GOD AND THE SUPERNATURAL MAN 


We begin by reviewing the various ramifications of the 
end and object of man. 


“It is, therefore,” says the Encyclical almost at the 
beginning, “as important to make no mistake in edu- 
cation, as it is to make no mistakes in the pursuit of 
the last end, with which the whole work of education 
is intimately and necessarily connected. In fact, 
since education consists essentially in preparing man 
for what he must be and for what he must do here 
below, in order to attain the sublime end for which 
he was created, it is clear that there can be no true 
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education which is not wholly directed to man’s last 
end, and that in the present order of Providence, since 
God has revealed Himself to us in the Person of His 
Only Begotten Son, who alone is ‘the way, the truth, 
and the Life,’ there can be no ideally perfect education 
which is not Christian education.” 
The aim of the work of Christian education is to secure the 
Supreme Good, that is, God, for the souls of those who 
are being educated, and the maximum of well-being possible 
here below for human society. 


THE CLIMAX: THE END AND OBJECT OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 


The whole Encyclical moves as it were to a final climax, 
the end and object of Christian education: “a topic of the 
greatest importance, that is, the true nature of Christian 
education, as deducted from its proper end.” This proper 
end is, in cooperation with divine grace, to form the perfect 
Christian. This is the supernatural man referred to above, 
the man of character. It is expressed in theological terms 
as the formation of Christ Himself in those regenerated 
by baptism, the living of the supernatural life in Christ, 
and manifesting it in all our actions. This is the Christian 
life, the object of Christian education. This is the life of 
virtue, this is the life of grace. This is the life of the 
followers of Christ, those who imitate Christ, who take 
literally that “He is the way, the truth and the light.” 

This emphasis on the supernatural end of education is 
carried out throughout the Encyclical by the constant and 
inevitable association of the word Christian with the word 
education. What the Pope is concerned with is Christian 
education, the education of a Christian for the end and pur- 
pose for which by God’s blessing he was as a child begotten. 
In the section in which education in general is discussed 
without the word “Christian” as a prefix, it is said 

“Since education consists essentially in preparing 


man for what he must be and for what he must do 
here below, in order to attain the sublime end for 
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which he was created, it is clear that there can be no 
true education which is not wholly directed to man’s 
last end.” 


And consequently to use the “double negative’ of the Pope 


there can be no ideally perfect education which is not 
Christian education. 


THE PURPOSE SUMMARIZED 


To put in summary form in language less technical, the 
purpose of education is the end of man—his highest and 
best self, his holiest self, if you please. However, it in- 
cludes all of man’s nature subjecting the lower to the 
higher. It includes the whole aggregate of human nature 
in all its many-sidedness, and it includes all phases of 
human life, 


“physical and spiritual, intellectual and moral, domes- 
tic and social, not with a view of reducing it in any 
way, but in order to elevate, regulate and perfect it, 
in accordance with the example and teaching of 
Christ.” 


While the over-all objective and purpose is the super- 
natural, the natural, as we have seen, is enriched and 
elevated; man must be prepared “for what he must be 
and for what he must do here below.” And this, the Pope 
said “in order to attain the sublime end for which he was 
created.” And this relationship is further emphasized in 
the observation that amidst the most exuberant material 
progress, earthly goods are not sufficient to produce true 
happiness either for the nation or for the individual. 


V 


THE EDUCATIONAL MISSION OF THE SOCIAL INSTITUTION IN 
TERMS OF THE END OF MAN 

The mission of the Church and the mission of the family 

is related to this educational purpose which is the end of 

man. Not only in the proper mission, the area of faith 

and morals where the Church shares the Divine Magis- 
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terium, but in every other kind of human learning and in- 
struction the Church has the independent right to make 
use of them, and to decide what is harmful to Christian 
education, because among other reasons “every form of 
instruction, no less than every human action, has a neces- 
sary connection with man’s last end.” 


So the mission of the family is related to the end of 
man. Leo XIII puts it this way: 


“By nature parents have a right to the training of 
their children, but with this added duty that the 
education and instruction of the child be in accord with 
the end for which by God’s blessing it was begotten.” 


The mission of the State is in accord with the rights con- 
ferred upon it by God “to promote the common temporal 
welfare”; and there will be coordination of the particular 
end of the three societies—family, Church, civil society— 
into which man is born. It is the function of the State in 
the order of nature to protect the child, to promote or foster 
instruction of youth, and when necessary to supplement 
that instruction. The achievement of the missions of the 
Church and the family is a decided help to the State in 
the achievement of its temporal mission. 


VI 
THE MISSIONS OF THE SOCIO-EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


In view of the fact that the mission to educate is given 
to three necessary societies, education is essentially a social 
and not a mere individual activity. The Encyclical thus 
words the relationship of these societies, the family, the 
Church and the State. 


“In the first place comes the family, instituted di- 
rectly by God for its peculiar purpose, the generation 
and formation of offspring; for this reason it has 
priority of nature and therefore of rights over civil 
society. Nevertheless, the family is an imperfect 
society, since it has not in itself all the means for its 
own complete development; whereas civil society is 
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a perfect society, having in itself all the means for its 
peculiar end, which is the temporal well-being of the 
community; and so, in this respect, that is, in view 
of the common good, it has preeminence over the 
family, which finds its own suitable temporal perfec- 
tion precisely in civil society. 

“The third society, in which man is born when, 
through Baptism, he receives the Divine life of grace, 
is the Church; a society of the supernatural order and 
of the universal extent; a perfect society, because it 
has in itself all the means required for its own end, 
which is the eternal salvation of mankind; hence it is 
supreme in its own domain.” 


VII 


THE EDUCATIONAL MISSION OF THE CHURCH 


The Church’s preeminent place in education is based on 
the expressed mission and supreme authority in the super- 
natural order. 


“Going therefore teach ye all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you, and behold I am 
with you all days, even to the consummation of the 
world.” 


THE NURTURE OF THE CHURCH AND ITS SOCIAL EFFECTS 


The Church, also by its supernatural motherhood gen- 
erates, nurtures and educates souls in the Divine life of 
grace with her Sacraments, her doctrines and her ritual. 
It may use all other knowledge and instruction and above 
all it may decide which may help or harm Christian educa- 
tion. She has full right to promote letters, arts, sciences 
and all learning in so far as necessary or helpful to Chris- 
tion education. The work performed by the Church in this 
field has been of immense benefit to individuals, to families 
and to nations. The Church’s right over the entire educa- 
tion in all schools extends not only to direct religious in- 
struction but to all instruction in so far as religion and 
morality are concerned. It should be noted how carefully 





- «es ‘tent ae | ee ie eel eee | te 





NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 19 


the rights of the Church are defined by the addition of 
such modifying clauses as the one just quoted. 


HARMONY AMONG THE SOCIO-EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


The preeminence of the Church in the Christian educa- 
tion of humanity in all nations is in harmony with the rights 
of individuals and of other societies. All should work 
together and cooperate. The Pope says: 


“This is the more true because the rights of the 
family and of the State, even the rights of individuals 
regarding a just liberty in the pursuit of science, of 
methods of science and all sorts of profane culture, 
not only are not opposed to this preeminence of the 
Church, but are in complete harmony with it. The 
fundamental reason for this harmony is that the super- 
natural order, to which the Church owes her rights, 
not only does not in the least destroy the natural order; 
to which pertain the other rights mentioned, but ele- 
vates the natural and perfects it, each affording mu- 
tual aid to the other, and completing it in a manner 
proportioned to its respective nature and dignity. The 
reason is because both come from God, who cannot 
contradict Himself: ‘The works of God are perfect and 
all His ways are judgments.’ ” 


THE CHURCH AS EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT 


The Church’s educational work is also a part of the en- 
vironment of the child. God has endowed the great family 
of Christ, the Church, with the abundant helps of his grace 
and countless means to meet the weakness of man’s fallen 
nature. The educational environment of the Church em- 
braces the Sacraments, divinely efficacious means of grace, 
the sacred ritual, so wonderfully instructive, and the ma- 
terial fabric of her churches whose liturgy and art have an 
immense educational value. This is in addition to a variety 
of schools, associations, and institutions of all kinds estab- 
lished for the training of youth in Christian piety, together 
with literature and thé sciences, not omitting recreation 
and physical culture. 
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Vill 


THE EDUCATIONAL MISSION OF THE FAMILY 


The inviolable right of the family to educate children 
is in accord with the common sense of mankind and is recog- 
nized in legal decisions, such as the United States Supreme 
Court decision in the Oregon Case. This right is thus 
phrased in the Encyclical: 


“The family therefore holds directly from the Cre- 
ator the mission and hence the right to educate the 
offspring, a right inalienable because inseparably 
joined to the strict obligation, a right anterior to any 
right whatever of civil society and of the State, and 
therefore inviolable on the part of any power on 
earth.” 


The obligation of the parents extends to all education, re- 
ligious, moral, physical and civic. While the State has 
often violated the rights of parents, the Church has ever 
been the protector or defender of this right—always recog- 
nizing the family’s inviolable natural right to educate the 
children and placing at the disposal of families her office 
as teacher and educator. 


THE LAMENTABLE DECLINE OF FAMILY LIFE 


The family is the first natural and necessary element in 
the educational environment of the individual. A well- 
ordered and well-disciplined Christian family furnishes the 
basis for a sound Christian education, but in our con- 
temporary situation the Pope feels it necessary to point 
out the present day lamentable decline of family life and 
that, while long and careful study is devoted to preparation 
for offices and professions of a transitory and earthly life, 
parents have little or no preparation for their responsibili- 
ties in the family, particularly in the education of children. 

The declining influence of the domestic environment is 
evidenced in the custom of sending children away from 
home at tender ages. And in one country children are actu- 
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ally torn from the bosom of the family to be formed, or rather 
deformed or depraved, in godless schools and associations. 


THE PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CHILD’S WELFARE 


Parents should be careful about the right use of the 
authority given them by God, whose vicars in a real sense 
they are, to promote the education and welfare of the chil- 
dren. The authority is not given for the parents’ own 
advantage, but for the child’s. 


IX 
THE EDUCATIONAL SERVICE OF THE SCHOOL 


The school became necessary as a social institution as 
the family became unequal to the task and the younger 
generation needed to be trained in the arts and sciences 
for the advantage and prosperity of civil society. It is 
through the school that the individual is most keenly aware 
of the State as a factor in his educational environment. 
While the school is thus conceived it is actually an instru- 
ment of the State. The relationship of the school as an 
instrument of the three societies—the family, the State, 
and the Church—needs to be kept in mind in a theology of 
education. The school owed its existence to the initiative 
of the family and the Church long before it was undertaken 
by the State. We must keep this relationship in mind in 
the operation of schools. The school as a social institution 
must not only be not in opposition to the Church, and the 
family, but must be in positive accord with them and form 
with them a perfect moral union, constituting one sanctuary 
of education, as it were, with the family and the Church. 
The school under ideal conditions is the instrument of all 
three societies. 

Thus conceived, the school will necessarily be related to 
achieving the purposes of the end of man, and all three socie- 
ties will be mutually cooperative in helping each individual 
to achieve his end. 
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A “neutral” school in which religion is excluded is 
necessarily incomplete and not only incomplete but has a 
strong tendency to become irreligious. The “mixed” school 
in which students are provided with proper religious in- 
struction, but receive other lessons in common with non- 
Catholic pupils from non-Catholic teachers, does not fulfill 
this harmony of relationship among the three social in- 
stitutions. 


THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL 


Recognizing fully the mission of each of the social insti- 
tutions in achieving its respective purposes harmoniously, 
in terms of the end of man, the ideal school is one in which 
all the teaching and the whole organization of the school, its 
teachers, syllabi, and textbooks in every branch, are per- 
meated by the Christian spirit under the true and maternal 
supervision of the Church. This is the Catholic school. 
This does not mean that in a nation where there are differ- 
ent religious beliefs there is no chance to provide the 
public instruction other than by “neutral” or “mixed” 
schools. This can be achieved if the state will only leave 
free scope to the initiative of the Church and the family 
and give them such assistance and help as justice demands. 


EDUCATION AS A PHASE OF CATHOLIC ACTION 


To guarantee to their children a Catholic school is not a 
political but a genuinely religious work and an important 
task of Catholic Action, or, to use the exact language of 
the Pope, “they are not mixing in party politics, but are 
engaged in a religious enterprise demanded by conscience.” 
In providing this education for their children, Catholics are 
not separating their children from the body of the nation 
or its organization, but educating them in a manner most 
conducive to the prosperity of the nation and the achieve- 
ment of the purpose of the State—the temporal well-being 
of the individual. 
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TEACHERS AND EDUCATION 


It may be necessary to note that “perfect schools are 
the results not so much of good methods as of good teachers; 
teachers who are thoroughly prepared and well grounded 
in the matter they have to teach and who possess the in- 
tellectual and moral convictions required by their impor- 
tant office, who cherish a genuine and holy love for the 
youths confided to them because they love Jesus Christ 
and His Church of which they are the children of predilec- 
tion, and who is, therefore, directly the head of the true 
good of family and country.” Education, being a human 
process and creating the supernatural man, is naturally 
more affected by personality than by mere techniques. The 
training of youth which is the “art of art and the science 
of sciences” cannot in itself achieve the purposes of educa- 
tion without grace or without the faith of the individual. 


x 


THE CHURCH’S USE OF OTHER MEANS TO ACHIEVE ITS 
MISSION 


Though “faith and morals” is the proper object of its 
mission, the Church is interested in everything that affects 
that mission, e.g., every other kind of human learning and 
instruction. This common patrimony, of individuals and 
society, the Church has an independent right to use and 
it decides what may be helpful or harmful to Christian 
education. As a matter of fact, all human action and all 
instruction has significance for man’s final end. The 
Church’s interest is more fully stated: 


“It is the inalienable right as well as the indispensa- 
ble duty of the Church, to watch over the entire educa- 
tion of her children, in all institutions, public or pri- 
vate, not merely in regard to the religious instruction 
there given, but in regard to every other branch of 
learning and every regulation in so far as religion and 
morality are concerned.” 
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THE ATTITUDE OF THE CHURCH TOWARD THE FAMILY 


These rights of the Church in no way interfere with the 
rights of the family nor of the State, but rather reinforce 
them. This is perhaps best illustrated for our purpose by 
the attitude toward the State. The Pope says: 


“Nor does it interfere with the regulations of the 
State, because the Church in her motherly prudence 
is not unwilling that her schools and institutions for 
the education of the laity be in keeping with the legiti- 
mate dispositions of civil authority; she is in every 
way ready to cooperate with this authority and to make 
provision for a mutual understanding, should difficul- 
ties arise.” 


It is well illustrated too in the Church’s unwillingness to 
baptize children of infidels without permission of parents 
in violation of the “family’s inviolable natural right to 
educate the children.” 


THE ATTITUDE OF THE CHURCH TOWARD SCIENCE AND 
PROFANE CULTURE 


The attitude toward a just liberty in the pursuit of science 
and of all sorts of profane culture is expressed in the fol- 
lowing paragraphs. 


“This is the more true because the rights of the 
family and of the State, even the rights of individuals 
regarding a just liberty in the pursuit of science, of 
methods of science and all sorts of profane culture, 
not only are not opposed to this preeminence of the 
Church, but are in complete harmony with it. The 
fundamental reason for this harmony is that the super- 
natural order, to which the Church owes her rights, 
not only does not in the least destroy the natural order; 
to which pertain the rights mentioned, but elevates 
the natural and perfects it, each affording mutual aid 
to the other, and completing it in a manner propor- 
tioned to its respective nature and dignity. The rea- 
son is because both come from God, who cannot con- 
tradict Himself: ‘The works of God are perfect and 
all His ways are judgments.’ ”* 


* The norm of a just freedom in things scientific serves also as an inviolable norm 
of a just freedom in things didactic, or for rightly understood liberty in teaching. 
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We have been concerned here only to start this interest 
of the Church toward science, profane culture, and other 
aspects of life not directly a part of its mission. The three 
paragraphs illustrate how important these areas are, and 
because of their relation to man’s “last end,” the Church’s 
interest in them. The rights of teachers, being delegated 
rights, might have been used to further illustrate the rights 
of the family, Church, and State, but the general principle 
is sufficiently clear. 


XI 
BASES IN THEOLOGY 


Let us summarize briefly the main concepts of theology 
that are at the basis of the discussion of Christian educa- 
tion in the Encyclical. They are listed, largely in the 
language used by the Pope, as follows: 


1. God, first principle and last end of the whole 
universe. 

2. Man created by God to His image and likeness and 
destined for Him who is infinite perfection. 

3. God is the Supreme Good, for the souls of men. 

4, “Man fallen from his original estate, but redeemed 
by Christ and restored to the supernatural condi- 
dition of adopted son of God, though without the 
preternatural privileges of bodily immortality or 
perfect control of appetite.” 

5. Man needs the abundant helps of God’s grace and 
the countless means with which He has endowed 
the great family of Christ, the Church. 

6. The Sacraments are the divinely efficacious means 
of God’s grace. 

7. “God has divided the government of the human 
race between two authorities, ecclesiastical and 
civil, establishing one over things Divine, the other 
over things human. Both are supreme, each in its 
own domain; each has its own fixed boundaries 
which limit its activities. These boundaries are 
determined by the peculiar nature and the proxi- 
mate end of each, and describe as it were a sphere 
within which, with exclusive right, each may de- 
velop its influence.” 
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8. 


10. 


i. 
12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 
17. 
18. 


19. 


The Church is divinely commissioned to teach by 
Christ: “‘All power is given to me in heaven and 
in earth. Going therefore, teach ye all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you, and behold I am with you all days, even to 
the consummation of the world.” 


. “In faith and morals, God Himself has made the 


Church sharer in the Divine Magisterium and, by 
a special privilege, granted her immunity from 
error.” 

The Church into which man is born by Baptism 
has for its end the eternal salvation of mankind. 
The Church is the Mystical Body of Christ. 

God directly instituted the family for its peculiar 
purpose, the generation and formation of offspring. 
“The father according to the flesh has in a particu- 
lar way a share in that principle which in a manner 
universal is found in God. .. . The father is the 
principle of generation, of education, and disci- 
pline, and of everything that bears upon the per- 
fecting of human life.” 

“Parents are under a grave obligation to see to 
the religious and moral education of their children, 
as well as to their physical and civic training, as 
far as they can, and moreover to provide for their 
temporal well-being.” 

The Creator has ordained and disposed perfect 
union of sexes only in matrimony and with varying 
degrees of contact in the family and in society. 
The civil society and the State are subject to God 
and to His law, natural and Divine. 

A universal moral code is found in the Decalogue, 
the Gospel law and in the consciences of men. 
Matters of education which belong to the super- 
natural order are not subject to physical laws, and 
hence to research or experiment are conclusions 
of a purely natural and profane order. 

The function of civil society is the temporal well- 
being of the community—the common good, by 
rights conferred by the Author of nature. 
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THE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON LIFE 
ADJUSTMENT EDUCATION FOR YOUTH 


REV. BERNARDINE MYERS, O.P., Ed.M., S.T.Lr.* 


It was at the call of U. S. Commissioner of Education, 
John W. Studebaker, that the nine representatives of na- 
tional educational organizations came together in Wash- 
ington, D. C., for their first meeting on December 1, 2, 3, 
1947. These nine representatives form the National Com- 
mission on Life Adjustment Education for Youth, the chief 
concern of which is a program of action intended to accel- 
erate and expand the effectiveness of endeavors being made 
in schools to meet the needs of all youth. The Commission 
is also concerned with-youth not now in secondary schools 
as well as with the much larger group in school whose needs 
are not being adequately met. 

This National Commission will attempt to provide co- 
ordinating leadership for achieving the ideal of appropriate 
universal secondary education so long held by American 
educational leaders. To this end it will (1) promote co- 
operative research bearing on its problems, (2) disseminate 
information to attain its program, and (3) foster active 
implementation at state and local levels of more efficient 
and effective youth education. 

Chairman of the Commission is Benjamin C. Willis, 
Superintendent of Schools, Yonkers, N. Y. Mr. Willis 
represents the American Association of School Administra- 
tors. Other members are: 

Charles S. Wilkins, President, A. & M. College, Magnolia, 
Ark., representing the American Association of Junior 
Colleges. 

J. C. Wright, formerly Assistant Commissioner for Voca- 
cational Education, U. S. Office of Education, Washing- 





* President, N. C. E. A. Secondary School Department; Member, National Com- 
mission on Life Adjustment Education for Youth. 
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ton, D. C., representing the American Vocational Asso- 

ciation. 

Paul D. Collier, Director, Bureau of Youth Service, State 
Department of Education, Hartford, Conn., representing 
the National Association of High School Supervisors and 
Directors of Secondary Education. 

Francis L. Bacon, Principal, Evanston Township High 
School, Evanston, IIl., representing the National Asso- 
ciation of Secondary School Principals. 

M. D. Mobley, Director, Division of Vocational Education, 
State Department of Education, Atlanta, Ga., represent- 
ing the National Association of Directors for Vocational 
Education. 

Rev. Bernardine Myers, O.P., President, Secondary School 
Department, National Catholic Educational Association, 
Director of Studies, Fenwick High School, Oak Park, 
Ill., representing the National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference. 

Clyde A. Erwin, State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, Raleigh, N. C., representing the National Council 
of Chief State School Officers. 

Marcella Rita Lawler, State Department of Education, 
Olympia, Wash., representing the National Education 
Association. 

The National Commission on Life Adjustment Education 
for Youth owes its existence to an impassioned plea for 
more adequate school offerings for all youth voiced by Dr. 
Charles A. Prosser. It was at the final conference of a 
meeting held in June, 1945, under the sponsorship of the 
Vocational Division of the U. 8. Office of Education that 
Dr. Prosser presented what has now become a historic 
resolution. The Prosser Resolution points out the need 
for a more practical program of education for those boys 
and girls of high school age for whom neither the college 
preparation curriculum nor training for the skilled voca- 
tions is desirable. It further called upon the U. S. Com- 
missioner of Education to hold a series of regional confer- 
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ences between representatives of general education and 
vocational education to consider this problem and at least 
to begin its solution. These conferences were held in New 
York City, Chicago, Cheyenne, Sacramento and Bir- 
mingham. 

A number of broad conclusions arose from these meetings 
which point unmistakably to the importance of the problem 
contained in the resolution. Some of these agreements are: 


1. That secondary education today is failing to provide 
adequately for the life adjustment of a major num- 
ber of pupils of secondary school age. 

2. That a broadened viewpoint and a genuine desire 
to serve all youth is needed on the part of teachers 
and those who plan the curricula of teacher-training 
schools. 

3. That functional experiences in the areas of practical 
arts, home and family life, health and physical 
fitness, and civic competence are basic in any pro- 
gram designed to meet the needs of youth today. 

4. That a supervised program of work experience is 
absolutely required for the youth with whom the 
Resolution is concerned. 

5. That an intimate, comprehensive and continuous 
guidance program must be the basis upon which 
any efforts to provide life adjustment education 
must rest. 


We feel assured that all Catholic educators will agree 
regarding the genuineness of these conclusions. The first, 
i.e., that the needs, interests and abilities of many high 
school youth have not been well served, is evident from the 
following facts: (1) more than one fifth of the nation’s 
youth do not enter high school, (2) more than 40 per cent 
who enter quit before graduation, (3) many of those who 
remain in school are required to take part in educational 
procedures so unrelated to every day life that, when they 
finish school, they are not at all adjusted to life as they 
find it. 

The second conclusion will make all Catholic teachers do 
a little serious thinking. Regarding the first part—the 
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broadened viewpoint—perhaps we all have need of some 
improvement. Maybe we have been and still are a bit on 
the conservative side. True, we are educating with eternal 
salvation always in mind, but it must not be forgotten 
that a well adjusted life in the world can be a most im- 
portant factor in winning a blessed eternity. In short, we 
are sometimes so engrossed in teaching truth that we for- 
get the persons to whom we are teaching the truth. Because 
of the consecration that is ours due to our priestly char- 
acter or the religious vows that we profess, the other part 
of this second conclusion—the genuine desire to serve all 
youth—has a most intriguing appeal for us. We feel and: 
rightly so, that we are all actuated by a most genuine and 
sincere desire to serve all youth whom Divine Providence 
has entrusted to our educational efforts. In fact, it is right 
here that we fit ourselves into the picture of the law of char- 
ity: “Thou shalt love the Lord Thy God with thy whole mind 
—and thy neighbor as thyself.” The old maxim that “we 
learn to do by doing” brings us all into agreement with the 
third conclusion. In order to meet the needs of youth 
today we must do more than merely teach. We must 
demonstrate, we must invite our pupils to perform the vari- 
ous functions called for in the various areas contained in 
the conclusion. 


A supervised program of work experience, demanded as 
absolutely necessary in order to meet the needs of the 
youth with whom the Resolution is concerned, assuredly 
would be a new departure for the Catholic high school. 
However, it is not beyond the possible. In fact,ymany of 
our Catholic schools already have the machinery at hand 
whereby this program could be put into action. Local 
businessmen, factories, and other interests are constantly 
seeking student help and these in cooperation with an in- 
dividual on our faculties, capable of supervising the pro- 
gram and zealous for life adjustment education, could cer- 
tainly make possible the work experience required. 


From surveys at hand, it would seem that in our Catholic 
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high schools the matter of guidance is at best haphazard. 
Of course we have no fear that the function of guidance 
is neglected. Administrators, individual teachers, athletic 
coaches and in fact almost everyone connected with the 
school is ready and anxious to act in this capacity whenever 
given the opportunity. But we must subscribe to the final 
conclusion of the regional conferences that, if any effort 
toward life adjustment education is to succeed, it must be 
based upon a program of systematized guidance. 


These conclusions are based in part on a number of ques- 
tions upon which the Prosser Resolution focuses attention 
—questions which the National Commission must further 
attempt to answer. They are: 


1. How can the youth with whom the Resolution is 
concerned be given occupational or other motives 
which are as potent as those possessed by the 
youth headed for college or the skilled occupations? 

. What is it that we need to know about these in- 

dividual youth in order to guide them? 

. For what reasons do some of them drop out of 

school? 

What ways and means can be used to know them? 

What educational needs do they have? 

. What educational experiences must the school pro- 
vide in order to meet the needs of these less well- 
served youths? 

7. What financial and organizational changes in pub- 
lic secondary schools must be made if the problem 
is to be solved? 

8. What changes need to be made in the recruitment 
and training of teachers if this problem is to be 
solved? 

9. How can the members of the teaching profession 
be aided in seeing the importance of this task and 
how can their active assistance be secured? 

10. How can the public be aided in seeing the impor- 

tance of this task and how can the active assistance 
of the people be secured? 


Over wo pw 


And so, one easily sees that an immense amount of re- 
search must be accomplished before anything like a program 
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of action based upon the Prosser Resolution can be set 
into motion. A considerable part of this research, how- 
ever, has already been done and has resulted in a number 
of Common Understandings with regard to the vast content 
of the Resolution itself. Among these have been found a 
considerable number of implications for secondary educa- 
tion. We list below those considered most important by 
the committee which engaged in this particular study: 


1. Implications concerning guidance and pupil-person- 
nel services 


. Implications concerning citizenship 

. Implications concerning home and family life 
. Implications concerning leisure 

. Implications concerning health 

. Implications concerning consumer education 

. Implications concerning tools of learning 


. Implications concerning work experience and occu- 
pational adjustments 

. Implications concerning administrative, financial, 
and organizational arrangements in the school 


ve) ana or & NO 


Added to these implications found in the Resolution is 
one insisted upon by the National Commission and which 
certainly will merit the most generous applause by every 
Catholic educator. It is the implication concerning ethical 
and moral living which seems today to be the unmet need 
of a much larger sector of youth than the sixty per cent 
suggested in the Resolution. 

It must be admitted here that never in the nation’s history 
has secondary education faced so important and so far- 
reaching a challenge. Never before has an educational 
problem created so universal an interest. From coast to 
coast and from the Lakes to the Gulf come requests for 
greater enlightenment on this matter of Life Adjustment 
Education for Youth. Great sums of money must be pro- 
vided to carry out the necessary research and to set the 
program in action on national, state and local levels. Un- 
doubtedly the United States Government will provide some 
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and, for the rest, it is hoped that some of the great Founda- 
tions will come to education’s aid. 

And now comes the question, “‘What will be the part to 
be played by the Catholic high school in putting into action 
this program for Life Adjustment Education?” The answer 
is simple. The Catholic high school is and always will be 
enthusiastic for any programs of better and more universal 
education for its youth and zealous in carrying it to per- 
fection. The U. 8. Office of Education is keenly aware of 
the magnitude of the contribution of Catholic education to 
the nation. We have not been left out in regard to the de- 
liberations connected with this entire program. We have a 
representative on the National Commission who was most 
graciously and respectfully received into this group of 
notable educators. We recognize the need. All that we want 
are the necessary instructions which before very long will 
be issued from our State Departments of Education. 

To make apparent the interest and cooperation of the 
Catholic high school in this national movement for more ade- 
quate education, the Secondary School Department of the 
National Catholic Educational Association will devote its 
entire program at the forthcoming San Francisco conven- 
tion to the discussion of “Life Adjustment Education for 
Youth.” 

















